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INSIDE THIS ISSUEA busy summer heralds 
a busier autumn at 

Graven Hill as the skyline 
shows dramatic progress.

IMPORTANT Please note that the contents of this newsletter express Graven Hill Village Development Company’s current thinking (Sept 2017). Graven Hill is a pioneering, long-term project which 
will inevitably evolve and change over time. Our Sales Team will advise you of the processes, procedures, and terms and conditions of the sales contract in force at the time of purchase. GRaVENHILL.CO.UK

The perfect place to 
create your dream home

https://gravenhill.co.uk
http://www.gravenhill.co.uk
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Welcome  
from Graven Hill managing director, Karen Curtin

This month’s edition 
of the Graven Hill 
newsletter comes at  
a time when things 
are busier than ever. 

On site, the skyline is fast 
changing as the first of our 
Tailored Finish homes begin to 
take shape and work has started 
on the Affordable properties. 
Back in Bicester town centre, the 
Housing Minister opened the Plot 
Shop (see photo right) and over 
the coming weeks we will be 
participating in a series of events 
taking place across the UK.

Some great news is that now 
you don’t have to take my word 

about the progress; you can see it 
for yourself by signing up to one 
of our site visits. 

Why not join our minibus of 
prospective buyers as we guide 
you through Graven Hill to see 
the changes that have happened 
so far as well as the beautiful 
woodland that overlooks the 
site? 

But don’t delay; places are limited 
and booking up fast.

With all the excitement at the 
Plot Shop, I hope you saw that we 
launched the Help to Buy scheme 
for our Tailored Finish homes. 
If you thought Graven Hill was 
only a self-build development, 
think again - the prospect of 
owning your dream home here at 
Graven Hill has never been more 
affordable. 

If you can’t make a tour or missed 
the announcement about Help to 
Buy, don’t worry; you can still find 
all the information you need at 
the Plot Shop in Pioneer Square. 
Call in and speak to a member of 
our friendly sales team, get the

 

answers to those burning 
questions and find out more about 
the options available to you. 

Finally, I am delighted to share 
the news that Graven Hill is 
the proud winner of the Build 
It magazine Best Custom Build 
Project award.  So I look forward 
to welcoming you to being 
part of this award-winning 
development.

Karen Curtin - Managing Director

 

Contact the sales team on 01869  396057 / sales@gravenhill.co.uk
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GRaVENHILL.CO.UKregister your interest online at gravenhill.co.uk/register

The Pioneers are forging ahead 
with plans for their plots. 
Building progress ranges from 
the final planning stages to near 
completion with the action being 
captured for Channel 4’s My 
Grand Design. 

Later this year the Pioneers will 
be joined by the first self-builders 
who will be starting their Graven 
Hill journey.  Planning consent has 
been granted for the first tranche 
of customers who are eager to 
turn their plans into properties. 
October and November will see 
work commence on the first 
Golden Brick foundations, which 
are due to be completed in early 
2018.

The biggest activity on site 
remains around the delivery 
of the Affordable homes and 
Tailored Finish properties. 
Construction is well under way 
for 59 Affordable homes while 
the shells are beginning to take 
shape for the first nine, three-
bedroom Tailored Finish homes. 

The landscaping of this unique 
site has not been forgotten 
and nature is establishing itself 
wherever you look. The Gateway 
Park, which complements the 
73 acres of ancient woodland, 
is receiving a makeover. About 
2,000m2 of turf has been laid – 
enough to cover five, five-a-side 
football pitches!

Site progressWelcome  
from Graven Hill managing director, Karen Curtin

The scenery is changing at Graven Hill  
as plots transform into properties and 
the countryside becomes a community.

report

http://www.gravenhill.co.uk
https://gravenhill.co.uk
https://gravenhill.co.uk/contact/register-interest
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Contact the sales team on 01869  396057 / sales@gravenhill.co.uk

The thought of getting your 
hands dirty and putting every 
ounce of effort into building 
your future home is a dream 
for some, but a nightmare for 
others.  

The good news is whatever 
option you want, at Graven 
Hill it is possible.

During recent weeks, we have 
been talking to some of our 
buyers to see what influenced 
their decision to build or not to 
build – this is what we’ve found.

Self-build for some represents the 
fulfilment of a lifetime’s ambition. 
There are those whose day job 
is spent designing homes for 
others but all the time they have 
wanted to do it for themselves.  
For others, it is about the size and 
usability of the space, whether 
that is for a growing family, or 
the complete opposite as empty 
nesters look to downsize.  If any 
of that describes you then our 
Golden Brick option is for you.

Many self-builders purchase 
a plot and buy a kit or 
manufactured home, which 
means they don’t need the 
building know-how. They won’t 
have uncertainty surrounding 
budget but they do get to live in 
a home that has been built for 
them, to their specification and 
one that works for their lifestyle. 

 
Graven Hill provides an enhanced 
choice and a real alternative 
to other traditional new-build 
developments.  The Tailored 
Finish homes provide you with 
flexibility in terms of layout as 
well as fixtures and fittings.  In 
a nutshell, these homes look 
good, they are built to higher 
standards – saving you money in 
the longer term – and they come 
with a price tag that is far more 
favourable than similar offerings 
nearby!  

Whatever option our buyers have 
taken, one of the key things that 
has influenced their decision has 
been location and lifestyle. This 
comes as no surprise; Graven 
Hill has an abundance of open 
green space and is set against 
the backdrop of the beautiful hill. 
It has great connectivity and is 
within commutable proximity to 
key cities such as London, Oxford 
and Birmingham.  

Average rail travel times from 
Bicester to London 46 mins, to 
Oxford 15 mins, to Birmingham 
1hr 20mins.

What’s best for me,
Golden Brick or 
Tailored Finish?

TAILORED FINISH

GOLDEN BRICK

Quite simply the choice is yours – your 
ambition and enthusiasm are the drivers 
and the options are unequalled.  

Example of a Golden Brick home

Example of a Tailored Finish home



GRaVENHILL.CO.UKregister your interest online at gravenhill.co.uk/register
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Moving to Graven 
Hill is now more 
affordable than 
ever since the 
Government 
announced its 
Help to Buy 
scheme has 

been extended to include our 
Tailored Finish homes.

Our Tailored Finish homes are 
similar to traditional new-build 
options but with more ‘bells and 
whistles’ as they provide their 
owners with greater levels of 
choice over the fixtures and 
fittings, as well as a variety of 
internal layouts.  The light and 
bright homes are also built to the 
highest energy standards so the 
lucky purchasers will minimise 
future energy bills. 

The Help to Buy: Equity Loan 
initiative means that purchasers 
of Graven Hill’s new-build homes 
will only need a five per cent cash 
deposit, as the Government will 
lend up to 20 per cent of the cost. 

The outstanding purchase price 
will be met through a 75 per cent 
mortgage and will enable more 
people to raise the funds needed 
to buy their dream home.

Alok Sharma MP, the 
Government’s Housing and 
Planning Minister, said: “We need 
to get creative with how we build 
our housing in this country to 
deliver more of the right homes in 
the places people want to live.

“That’s why it’s great news that 
developers like Graven Hill are 

making new custom build homes 
available for sale through Help 
to Buy: Equity Loan, so that more 
people than ever before will be 
able to purchase their very own 
tailor-made home.”

Tailored Finish home prices start 
from £199,000 prior to applying 
the Help to Buy: Equity Loan.

A helping hand onto the property ladder

Your four bedroom
finished home only

£555,500

All prices are average and indicative. Your chosen plot, and final design and finishes, may make a difference to the costs. Notes: Golden Brick prices are based on an average per metre square rate for traditional 
foundations. *Turnkey build – a totally finished building package, ready for you to move into. Competitor figures are achieved net prices from new build developments within a three-mile radius of Graven Hill. 

a great deal for your money. 
designed by you,for you.

COMPETITOR
WATCH

Cost includes

10% contingency & fees

Turnkey Build*

£124,000

Golden Brick
£20,000

Land Price
£102,500

Cost includes

10% contingency & fees

Turnkey Build*

£250,000

Golden Brick
£40,000

Land Price
£215,000

Cost includes

10% contingency & fees

Turnkey Build*

£166,000

Golden Brick
£26,000

Land Price
£149,000

Pictured from left Graven Hill Board Member Ian Corkin, 

Oxfordshire County Council Leader Cllr Ian Hudspeth, 

Housing Minister Alok Sharma, Cherwell District Council 

Leader Cllr Barry Wood, Graven Hill Managing Director 

Karen Curtin and Graven Hill Chairman Sue Smith. 

http://www.gravenhill.co.uk
https://gravenhill.co.uk
https://gravenhill.co.uk/contact/register-interest
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Contact the sales team on 01869  396057 / sales@gravenhill.co.uk

EVENT WaTCH
The Graven Hill team has a busy few weeks ahead as we 
prepare to set up shop at a series of events taking place 
across the UK. If you want to learn more about the Help 
to Buy scheme or are interested in making your home as 
green and energy efficient as possible, then grab a pen 
and add some dates to your diary. 

Help to Buy Show, 5 October 2017 
Calling all purchasers who are 
considering buying a new-build home 
through Help to Buy.  Graven Hill will be 
showcasing the Tailored Finish homes 
at a free-to-attend Help to Buy event in 
Bicester on 5 October run on behalf of 
Help to Buy South.

Although billed as a First Time Buyer event, the exhibition is 
open to anyone who is considering buying their first or next 
home through the Help to Buy: Equity Loan scheme which 
applies to all the Tailored Finish homes at Graven Hill.

Experts will be on hand to offer advice about the 
scheme, how to obtain your first mortgage and they 
will be joined by exhibitors including legal and financial 
advisers. The two-hour sessions will run from 3pm – 5pm 
and from 6pm – 8pm. Places are limited on a first-come-
first-served basis. 

Find out more at www.helptobuyshow.co.uk

Our September offer to 
pay your stamp duty will 
be extended to all those 

who attend the show 
and reserve their Tailored 
Finish home by the end of 

October. Come and talk 
to our friendly team who 
can tell you all about it.

NOW THERE’S 
SOMETHING TO SHOUT 

ABOUT!

STaMP DUTy 

•PaID•

For Show Attendees! 

SPECIaL OFFEr

http://www.helptobuyshow.co.uk
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We hope as many of you as possible will be joining us 
at the Big Green Home Show, hosted by the National 
Self Build and Renovation Centre in Swindon. With 220 
exhibitors and experts, there will be guided educational 
tours, live demonstrations and real-life case studies.

The event will take place on Friday, 6 October and 
Saturday, 7 October from 9am – 5pm and on Sunday,  
8 October from 9am – 4pm. Come to the Graven Hill 
stand next to the café to collect your Golden Ticket 
which will entitle you to a special, time-limited offer  
on our Golden Brick plots.  We will be there throughout 
and look forward to meeting you.

Online tickets which are purchased in advance of the 
event are free or pay £12 per adult on the door. 

More details at www.nsbrc.co.uk

GOLDEN

TICKETGOLDEN

TICKET
Claim your

WE WILL P
aY THE STa

MP DUTy 

ON yOUr GOLDEN BrICK home

To collect your GOLDEN TICKET 
come to our stand next  
to the Café.
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The Big Green Home Show, 6-8 October 2017

Have you seen us on Rightmove?
It’s not just events and exhibitions where the Graven 
Hill team has a presence, you will also find us online 
at rightmove where you can see all the information 
where you can see all the information about new-
build homes and plots.

Visit www.rightmove.co.uk for details.

http://www.gravenhill.co.uk
https://gravenhill.co.uk
https://gravenhill.co.uk/contact/register-interest
http://www.nsbrc.co.uk
http://www.rightmove.co.uk
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Contact the sales team on 01869  396057 / sales@gravenhill.co.uk

MYTH  
You need to be an experienced 
builder, architect or 
tradesperson to be able to build 
your own home. 

MYTH  
Graven Hill is a 10-year project 
so I will be living on a building 
site for a decade?

MYTH  
You have to live in Cherwell 
district to buy land or a home at 
Graven Hill

MYTH  
You cannot get a mortgage for a 
self-build project.

MYTH  
Graven Hill is only a self-build 
site.

TRUTH  
You don’t need any building or design experience to have a home at 
Graven Hill. You could engage with manufacturers of kit homes who 
can design and build your home for you – there is plenty of choice.  
Or you could appoint your own design team and a project manager 
who will procure the contractors for you.

TRUTH  
This is a long-term project and as with any new development 
there will be some ongoing construction work. However, we aim to 
minimise any disruption, and have stipulated that people building 
at the site must complete their home within two years after 
completing their Golden Brick purchase.  

TRUTH  
Many of those who have already purchased at Graven Hill are 
moving into the district from other parts of the country.  However 
the sales process for each release of plots is opened to people who 
live and work in Cherwell district ahead of the national market.

TRUTH  
There are a number of lenders who provide mortgages for self-build 
homes and this looks set to increase.  It is important that you speak 
to a broker or lender to understand whether you are likely to qualify 
and how much of a deposit you will need.  

TRUTH  
No! The vision for Graven Hill is for this to be an all-inclusive 
development with a wide range of housing choices. As well as the 
self-build plots, you can choose to buy one of our Tailored Finish 
homes, similar to other new-build homes, but with greater choice. 
There will also be apartments and we are working with a local 
provider to ensure that Graven Hill has Affordable homes too. 

MyTHBUSTErS
Do you have a burning question that 
you want answered?

01869 396057 
sales@gravenhill.co.uk 



register your interest online at gravenhill.co.uk/register

The first of our Tailored Finish manufacturers has arrived at  
Graven Hill and has begun delivering nine Passivhaus homes  
- the gold standard of energy efficient buildings.

Using its innovative timber frame build technology, the 
Beattie Passive Flying Factory at Graven Hill has started to 
manufacture the three-bedroom terrace properties at its  
on-site factory. By basing itself at Graven Hill, the Norfolk-
based company can speed up delivery by utilising local labour 
and supply chains.

In the future, the Flying Factory will also be responsible for the 
delivery of two and three bedroom terraces, Coach Houses 
and bespoke designed homes for individual, self-build clients.

Whether you are curious about self-build, or want to gain some 
extra tips and knowledge before embarking on your project, a trip 
to the Self Build Bootcamp on 14 October at Grand Designs Live is a 
great place for all self-building enthusiasts. 

Tickets to the event, which cost £99, also include entry into Grand 

Designs Live at NEC Birmingham and a host of other goodies. 

For more information visit  
www.selfbuildbootcamp.com 

GRaVENHILL.CO.UK

MyTHBUSTErS
Overview September 20179

L-R ron Beattie, richard Bacon MP and Karen Curtin 

Grand opening
of Flying Factory 

Self-build 
Boot Camp

Or call 020 3225 5204

https://gravenhill.co.uk/contact/register-interest
https://www.selfbuildbootcamp.com
http://www.gravenhill.co.uk
https://gravenhill.co.uk
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The next Graven Hill Overview will be 
published in OCTOBEr 2017. 

Graven Hill Development Company
Franklins House
Pioneer Square
Bicester
Oxfordshire
OX26 6JU 

Contact the sales team:
sales@gravenhill.co.uk

01869 396 057

KEEP IN TOUCH
www.gravenhill.co.uk

@gravenhillbuild

@www.facebook.com/gravenhillbuild

GRaVENHILL.CO.UK

Our monthly newsletter 
and social media postings 
update you about how work is 
progressing at Graven Hill but 
now you can see it for yourself 
by signing up to one of our 
exclusive tours.

Meet us at the Plot Shop in 
Pioneer Square, Bicester and join 
us on our mini bus for a guided 
tour of Graven Hill where you will 
be shown the beautiful woodland 
and current work in progress. As 
it is an active construction site, 
we cannot allow you to leave 
the bus as your health and safety 
remains our paramount concern 
but you will get plenty of views 
from the window!

The free tour must be booked in 
advance. Due to limited capacity, 
places are restricted to over 18s 
and two people per booking. 

Some of those who have already 
purchased a plot at Graven Hill 
recently visited the site. The mini 
bus tours were buzzing with 
excitement and it was great to 
see the hopes and dreams of 
our future residents starting to 
become a reality.  

 

The Graven Hill Charabang

For further information on our site tours and  
to book click here or call 01869 396 057

IMPORTANT  
Please note that the contents of this newsletter express Graven Hill Village Development Company’s current thinking (September 2017). 

Graven Hill is a pioneering, long-term project which will inevitably evolve and change over time. Our sales team will advise you of the 

processes, procedures and terms and conditions of the sales contract in force at the time of purchase.

https://gravenhill.co.uk
http://www.gravenhill.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/gravenhillbuild
https://twitter.com/gravenhillbuild?lang=en
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/graven-hill-guided-site-tours-tickets-37033363788?aff=Facebook

