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INSIDE THIS ISSUEWelcome to the  

October edition of the 

Graven Hill newsletter 

which provides the latest 

news on the UK’s largest 

self-build opportunity. 

We have news that the 

self-build revolution at 

Graven Hill may have 

started far earlier than 

any of us had thought. 
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COVER STORYSelf builders start 

work at Graven Hill... 

6,000 years ago!

B
efore further progress is made towards developing the infrastructure that 

will form the foundations of Graven Hill, an archaeological investigation 

is currently well underway. This will reveal the presence of any features of 

historical significance and hopefully unearth some interesting artefacts.

It is believed that Graven Hill may have been occupied since the Iron Age. West 

of the site is the Romano-British settlement of Alchester, with Ambrosden to the 

south east, reputedly built on the site of a Roman villa of Ambrosius Aurelianus, 

and the deserted medieval village of Wretchwick to the north east.

Although the exact route is subject to conjecture, some believe the Akeman Street 

Roman road may have crossed Graven Hill, linking Watling Street to the Fosse 

Way. A battle between the Danes and the Saxons somewhere between AD 871 and 

AD 873 also adds to the site’s historical significance. 

There are also the substantial earthwork entrenchments on the eastern edge 

of Graven Hill Wood. Although only a tentative hypothesis, this may have been 

constructed to defend against forces advancing along Akeman Street, later giving 

rise to the sites distinctive name.

Based upon this, the current archaeological investigation has the potential to 

discover further insight to Graven Hill’s past. However, whilst examining a total of 

seven 100 foot long trenches across the site, the discovery of a Neolithic Axe head 

still came as a welcome surprise. We have been told that the Axe head may have 

been broken as part of a ritual or offering and not out of frustration related to 

building a home!

We have news that the 

self-build revolution at 

Graven Hill may have 

started far earlier than 

any of us had thought. 
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Self-Build & Modular Off-Site 
Build seen as key to solving the 
UK housing crisis

R
esponding to the nationwide 

focus on housing issues, Inside 

Out South’s Jon Cuthill asks 

if self-build is one answer to the 

housing shortage in the south. With 

a reputation for surprising real-life 

stories and investigations from eleven 

regions across England, the Inside 

Out team visited Graven Hill to speak 

with Councillor Barry Wood, Leader of 

Cherwell District Council and the Self 

Build Association’s Ted Stevens.

After discussing the benefits of self-

build and Cherwell District Council’s 

vision for Graven Hill, Jon moves on 

to visit Almere, a town to the east 

of Amsterdam. Here he discovers 

an innovative experiment in large 

scale self-build involving a 250-acre 

extension to the existing city.

Now in its tenth year of development 

with over 1,000 plots sold, this eclectic 

mix of housing demonstrates the 

potential of realising the self-build 

dream and explains why so many 

others are now looking to emulate 

Almere’s success.

Inside Out South 21-09-2015 is well 

worth watching and is available to 

view until 21st October 2015.
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T
here can be few people that 

are unaware that the UK 

housing market is in crisis. 

Even after several government 

initiatives, the shortage is acute and 

demand continues to grow. Currently 

an average of 140,000 new homes 

are built each year, but decades 

of underinvestment mean at least 

270,000 are needed just to keep track 

with population growth or around 

350,000 to begin reducing the shortfall. 

In response, a recent report by the 

Institution of Mechanical Engineers 

(IMechE) has called ‘for the Government 

to introduce a comprehensive housing 

market reform programme aimed 

at growing the self-build sector’. It 

concludes that, in combination with 

modular off-site building, this could be 

the key to solving the housing crisis.

The report argues for the reversal 

of Government policies which work 

against improvements in quality and 

standards, adding that more should 

be done to diversify the UK’s housing 

supply market. Its authors believe 

this is best achieved by opening up 

much greater opportunities to self-

builders, local authorities and housing 

associations.  

Lead author Dr Tim Fox, a Fellow of the 

IMechE, comments “People living in the 

UK deserve affordable quality homes 

and it is about time that consumers 

had more say about design and size. 

Self-build is one very effective route to 

achieving this.”

The report, UK House Building: 

Manufacturing Affordable Quality 

Homes, is a must read for self-builders 

and everyone interested in housing 

policy. It’s available from the Institute 

of Mechanical Engineers website or 

directly by clicking the link below.

Graven Hill under 
the BBC spotlight
The Inside Out team visited 

Graven Hill to speak with 

Councillor Barry Wood, 

Leader of Cherwell District 

Council and the Self Build 

Association’s Ted Stevens

VIEW ON BBC iPlayer

VIEW REPORT
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Final approval for Graven Hill 
Design Code

D
ue for launch during November, 

our new website will enable 

potential buyers to quickly 

find all the details they need. Currently 

being developed by a leading 

international digital agency, the project 

incorporates a detailed map function, 

allowing visitors to view all available 

plots, including specific plot passport 

details. It will also include guidance on 

the reservation process, explanations 

of build timelines and much more.

Registered applicants will soon be able 

to enjoy a preview of the new site, so 

keep an eye on your emails!
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a
Design Code has recently been completed, underpinning 

the vision of creating accessible opportunities for people 

who want to build their own home in an environment 

featuring extensive open space and with a strong sense of 

community. Now benefitting from formal planning approval, 

the Graven Hill Design Code provides a wealth of information, 

including a background to the twelve Character Components 

that will be featured across the site. It also gives an overview 

of the proposed self-build process, together with a description 

of the proposed Plot Passports. A second section looks at the 

requirements for each Character Component in more detail, 

describing the qualities desired, the level of design freedom 

available and the design principles to be applied.

An essential document for anyone considering joining the 

Graven Hill community, this is available to download in both 

high resolution (95Mb) and low resolution (33Mb) formats.

Our new website is just 
weeks away!
Everything about Graven Hill 

is designed to make realising 

your self-build dream simple 

and that includes our new 

website. Developed to 

deliver an outstanding user 

experience, it incorporates 

a number of innovative 

features, demonstrating 

best practice from across the 

construction sector.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
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P
lans are already underway to 

create a unique Vision Centre 

at Graven Hill. This will provide 

potential buyers with opportunity 

to meet the team and discuss their 

project in detail.

The Vision Centre will also include 

Project Delivery Suites, which buyers 

can use free of charge. Benefiting from  

Wi-Fi access, large scale printers and 

large format display screens, these 

fully serviced private rooms will 

provide an ideal environment to  

meet all the suppliers need to deliver  

a self-build home.

Visionary 
Thinking

O
ur new website will benefit every self-builder at Graven Hill by 

providing access to a web based project management system. Capable 

of supporting a broad range of tasks, including plot purchases and 

build-outs, it will integrate communications between the supply chain and 

onsite team, streamlining the logistics of delivering self build homes.

Collaboration Portal

I
n addition to the Collaboration 

Portal, Graven Hill self-builders 

will also benefit from Supplier 

Signpost, a system that ensures all 

potential suppliers are compliant with 

Graven Hill Development Company’s 

service level agreement in respect of 

timescales, access arrangements and 

quality standards.

O
ften overlooked as part of 

the self-build process, we 

are currently negotiating 

with a select group of major insurers 

regarding the provision of structural 

warranties. This will ensure all 

properties built at Graven Hill are 

eligible for a mortgage in the future.

Warranty 
Provision

W
e are delighted that 

the recent sightings of 

Muntjac deer in Graven 

Hill Wood have been confirmed. Our 

photographer will endeavour to 

capture at least one of these elusive 

creatures on film for our  

next newsletter.

Nature 
Watch

a
fter working with Minister of Defence officials to gain clearance, we are 

delighted to confirm that high definition ariel video of the site will soon be 

available. Benefitting from the services of a skilled, Civil Aviation Authority 

approved drone pilot, we have gained a wealth of detailed footage that will be 

used for a number of applications, including as an overlay for plot maps.

However, as a result of this process, we would strongly discourage anyone from 

attempting to fly an unauthorised drone over Graven Hill.

View from the Hill • GET IN TOUCH •

Graven Hill Development Company

Bodicote House 

Bodicote • Banbury

Oxfordshire 

OX15 4AA

info@gravenhill.co.uk
01295 753700
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