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INSIDE THIS ISSUEThere have been big 
developments since our 

last edition. With initial plot 
prices revealed and the  

LDO approved, we are 
moving closer each day.

FULL STORY ON PAGE 2
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Cherwell District Council, which owns the 

Graven Hill Village Development Company, 

has approved the implementation of 

the country’s first large-scale Local 

Development Order. 



Order given 
for planning 
permission
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Graven Hill has regularly made 
the news for being the UK’s 
largest self-build housing 

project but last month (November) it 
was the method of delivery which hit 
the headlines.

Cherwell District Council, which  
owns the Graven Hill Village 
Development Company, has approved 
the implementation of the country’s 
first large-scale Local Development 
Order (LDO), which will simplify the 
planning process.

The Order will effectively grant self-
builders permission to build their homes 
without the need for an individual 
planning application, subject to 
requirements being met. These will 
include the maximum height and depth 
of the building and approved materials.

The first LDO will come into effect later 
this month and be valid for five years. 
It will cover the delivery of the first 
198 homes within the first phase of 
the site and should it prove successful, 
additional LDOs will be introduced for 
further phases as the development 
progresses. 

The purpose of the LDO is to simplify 
the planning process for self-builders 
by removing the need for individual 
planning applications which could 
prove costly and timely as it would 
put strain on the council’s planning 
department. By outlining pre-
determined planning requirements, 
self-builders will be able to proceed 
with their project but still have the 
freedom to interpret the guidelines  
into their own individual design.

The LDO will refer to three different 
classes of development. Class A sets the 
specifications for a new property while 
Class B provides the specifications 
for the extension or enlargement of 
an existing property. Class C provides 
specifications for the provision of 
additional buildings relating to the 
same property, such as a garage  
or shed.

When purchasing a property, self-
builders will receive an individual 
plot passport which will include the 
relevant LDO specifications for the 
specific plot. 

The first LDO will come into 

effect later this month and 

be valid for five years. It 

will cover the delivery of 

the first 198 homes within 

the first phase of the site.
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In January 2016 the new managing 
director of the Graven Hill Village 
Development Company will take 

up his post, tasked with leading the 
successful delivery of the project.

Philip Singleton will join the team on  
4 January where he will be responsible 
for managing the company employees, 
meeting the project’s targets and 
objectives and providing strategic 
guidance and direction to the board  
of directors.

 He will also become an ambassador for 
Graven Hill, responsible for engaging 
with clients and stakeholders to ensure 
the self-build project at Graven Hill is a 
positive experience for all concerned.

Mr Singleton is passionate about how 
good design can change people’s lives 
and is especially driven by helping 
people live in better homes. He said: 
“I am thrilled at becoming the new 
managing director for Graven Hill 
Village Development Company.” 

“I was especially attracted to the role 
because of the vision of Cherwell 
District Council in grasping the power 
to give people the real opportunity 
to create their own homes. To have 
a development site in a very good 
relationship to Bicester and the 
planning principles already approved, 
offers fertile freedom to self-builders. 
The scale of the site is unparalleled, 
so we can deliver one of the most 
profound challenges to the normal 
design and construction of new homes 
in the UK.” 

Until last month, Mr Singleton was  
the chief executive of Millennium Point 
Trust and Millennium Point Property 
Limited based in Birmingham, a post he 
first took up in March 2012. Millennium 
Point was the regeneration catalyst for 
the Eastside quarter of the city and Mr 
Singleton developed a new vision to 
deliver exciting events and activities.

 As a chartered architect in the private 
sector he ran three design businesses. 

As an assistant director at Birmingham 
City Council he was a city design 
advisor before taking on the role of 
director running the Big City Plan, the 
most significant change agenda  
for Birmingham in a generation. He  
also spent a year working in the London 
Borough of Newham on post-Olympic 
regeneration projects.

 For ten years Mr Singleton has been 
a judge for the British Construction 
Industry Annual Awards and the Prime 
Minister’s better Public Building of the 
Year. He has served on the boards of 
a number of organisations including 
MADE, The Architecture Centre 
Network and the Building Exploratory. 
He is currently a board member at the 
Birmingham Ormiston Academy and 
also chairs its Audit and Finance Group 
as well as the RIBA British Architectural 
Trust.

“I will be looking at 
bolstering the skills of the 

team to make sure that we 
can deliver the things that 
are required at Graven Hill 

and welcoming our first 
customers.”

Philip 
Singleton

New Managing Director
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First plot prices revealed
It has been the most frequently asked question since  

the self-build scheme was first announced last year.  
And at the November price preview event, the team 

were finally able to reveal how much the plots will cost  
at Graven Hill.  
 
Throughout the day an estimated 275 people turned out 
to the seven sessions to hear more about the indicative 

prices for the first 157 plots and ask questions about the 
reservation process.  
 
Since the event, all of the information has been uploaded 
onto the Graven Hill website but for those who have yet 
to have the chance to view the information the indicative 
prices are as shown below.
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PHASE 1 GRAVEN HILL SALES PRICE

Shell Custom Build Out - Complete fabric shell with exterior finish, 
requires internal fit-out by purchaser including partitions, doors, 
cabling, lighting, plumbing, heating, kitchen and bathroom, flooring and 
decoration.

Group Build to Custom Finish - Individual buyers enter into plot purchase 
and Golden Brick contract. This Group subsequently engages a group 
contractor who completes each property to a full, habitable finish. The 
Group influences exterior and interior design. 

Plot and Golden Brick - Self build plot with foundation built to purchaser's 
design to Golden Brick. Foundation with services to plot (electricity, gas, 
water, drainage and telecommunications).

*Golden Brick - Indicative Golden Brick prices are for traditional 
foundations and are subject to change based on form of construction, 
actual size of build and ground conditions.

†Guide Price Only. These plots will be offered by auction July 2016.

 Type Beds Number Structure  Price  *Golden Brick   
   Available  From  To From   To

 Coach House 1 5 Shell Custom Build Out £170,000  £180,000 Included

 Coach House 2 3 Shell Custom Build Out £180,000  £190,000 Included 

 Micro House 2 2 Plot and Golden Brick £99,000  £114,000 £12,000 £20,000

 Mews 2 5 Group Build to Custom Finish       TBA March 2016 

 Terrace 2 19 Group Build to Custom Finish       TBA March 2016   

 Terrace 2 15 Shell Custom Build Out £206,000  £212,000 Included 

 Mews 3 6 Group Build to Custom Finish  TBA March 2016

 Terrace 3 8 Group Build to Custom Finish  TBA March 2016 

 Terrace 3 16 Shell Custom Build Out £260,000  £270,000 Included 

 Terrace 4 5 Shell Custom Build Out £270,000  £280,000 Included 

 Detached 3 21 Plot and Golden Brick £141,000  £155,000 £19,000 £32,000

 Detached 4 31 Plot and Golden Brick £168,000  £192,000 £26,000 £39,000

 Detached  5 21 Plot and Golden Brick  From £205,000† £41,000 £60,000

 

CURRENT BICESTER HOUSE VALUES* 

*From a residential agency surveyor September 2015. These values 
are for similar traditional market properties, completed and ready for 
occupation, including a 10 year structural warranty.

 Type Bedrooms From  To

 Coach House 1 £230,000 £235,000

 Coach House 2 £240,000 £245,000

 Micro House 2 £255,000 £260,000

 Mews 2 £274,000 £279,000

 Terrace 2 £274,000 £279,000

 Terrace 2 £274,000 £279,000

 Mews 3 £308,000 £310,000

 Terrace 3 £310,000 £320,000

 Terrace 3 £310,000 £320,000

 Terrace 4 £320,000 £330,000

 Detached 3 £350,000 £365,000

 Detached 4 £427,000 £433,000

 Detached  5 £515,000 £560,000

 

Market Value

This document does not constitute a contract or an offer of a plot. Subject to contract.



YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED
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The price preview event may have answered the question regarding the 
prices at Graven Hill, but a lot of questions still remain regarding how 
the concept and project will work. For those who attended the price 
preview event, a series of webinars have been arranged and will take 
place throughout December to answer questions arising from the day and 
individual invitations will be sent out in due course. 

For those who were unable to attend the event, a separate seminar 
will take place in January to give people the opportunity to review the 
information online and ask further questions. Details on the January 
webinars will be published in next month’s newsletter. 

Each month the newsletter will feature some of the questions received by the Graven Hill team 
over the past four weeks in a bid to offer widespread clarity on areas of confusion.

Q. Can I buy more than one plot?

 A. No, sorry this is not possible.

Q. Can I have a balcony?

A.  Yes, this also isn’t included within the gross internal area (GIA) but we ask you 
to consider neighbouring residents privacy.

Q. Why are some plots being auctioned:

A.  The Graven Hill Village Development Company is only auctioning the largest 
(five-bedroomed) plots because these have been the most difficult to place a 
value on and the company has a duty to provide the best value return for the 
business. 

Q. How long will I get to build my dream home?

A.  Self-builders will be given a maximum of a two year build out period from the 
day they complete on their plot. 

Q. When will the 
plot passports 
for the first 
phase be 
accessible? 

A. From February 
2016

CHAT TO THE TEAM ONLINE
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The next Graven Hill newsletter 
will be published in January; in the 
meantime the Graven Hill website 
(www.gravenhill.co.uk) will provide 
up-to-date information about the site. 
Alternatively contact a member of the 
Graven Hill team on 01295 753700 or 
email info@gravenhill.co.uk

Graven Hill Development Company
Bodicote House 
Bodicote • Banbury
Oxfordshire 
OX15 4AA

KEEP IN TOUCH

As part of the webinar 
on 18th December, Phillip 
Hulme, Graven Hill 
Development Company’s 
Sales & Marketing Director, 
will be online to answer 
your questions.   


